


Day 2, July 12, Wednesday: Arrive in Milan | Orientation tour of Milan   
 
Morning: Arrive at Milan Malpenza International Airport, 

proceed through Passport Control, claim our  
luggage, and meet a Peter’s Way tour manager 
(Massimo) upon our exit from Customs. Board 
our comfortable touring bus and we will be on 
our way to Milan, the   commercial capital of 
Northern Italy.  Our orientation tour will include 
a visit to the beautiful Duomo, the Cathedral of 
Milan, the Vittorio Emanuele Gallery, and pass La   
Scala, the most famous opera house in the world.  

Afternoon: Check-in to hotel in Milan. Independent lunch 
and free time to explore Milan 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Of the many journeys we have experienced together over the last fifteen years, I cannot be more 
pleased and excited to present “Italy Unlocked” to each of you.  Whether you are a founding member, a new 
member, a collaborating choir or one of our singing friends joining us from across the country, this will be a 
monumental benchmark in all of our lives; as well as in the lives of our family members that accompany us. 

 On this tour, the signature musical selection is “Missa Festiva” by John Leavitt, composed for Treble 
(Children) and SATB (Youth & Adult) voices. There will also be other individual musical selections included in 
our repertoire.  On-line rehearsal guides will be available and for those joining us from across the country, you 
may zoom  into the rehearsals at Continuo Arts. 

 After the challenges we have all  faced over the past two years as well as the recent and tragic turmoil in 
Ukraine, there has never been a more timely call or critical need for musical ambassadors who bring hope,  
inspiration, and music to the world; evidenced by the invitation on day eight! 

 Incredulously, I’ll close by quoting Eminem, “You better lose yourself in the music, the moment. You 
own it, you better never let it go. You only get one shot, do not miss your chance, this opportunity comes once 
in a lifetime.” 

 Here’s to sharing it with you!      .......Candace 

Day 1, July 11, Tuesday: Depart for Milan 
 
Today: Depart Newark Liberty International Airport on our overnight flight to Milan, Italy.  Complimentary meals and  beverages 
will be served on board.   



Day 3, July 13, Thursday: Leonardo Da Vinci’s Last Supper | Mass & Musical Presentation at Milan           
Cathedral 
 

Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 

  

                               Begin our day with a visit to the Church 
of Santa Maria delle  Grazie. In this  
beautiful old Renaissance building you 
will find Leonardo Da Vinci's  

                                                "Last Supper" 

 

 

The group will continue to La Scala Opera House.  We will start 
with an interior visit to examine the staging and seating (subject to 
rehearsal schedule).  Then, continue to Scala  Theatre Museum to 
see costumes worm by Maria Callas, Carla Fracci and Rudolf      
Nureyev.  See portraits and personal effects of Opera and Ballets, 
as well as historic views and souvenirs of the opera house itself.  
See Verdi's desk, piano, and other personal articles of the         
composer. A historic instrument exhibit is included.  

Free time to explore Milan, Independent lunch and change Into 
Concert Attire 

 

 

Afternoon: Late afternoon, we’ll be transferred to The Duomo; Milan's Cathedral for Cultural and Musical Exchange with 
the Cathedral Choir of Milan and Monsignor Massimo Palombella, former Music Director of The Sistine  Chapel 
Choir.  

 Combined groups will then sing the 5:00 Mass followed by a musical presentation in the Duomo.    

 



Day 4, July 14, Pisa | Florence 
 

Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 

 This morning, we’ll leave Milan to visit Pisa. 
Pisa's four major monuments, are conveniently 
located in the Piazza del Duomo-the 900 year old 
cathedral with its 69 antique columns; the 12th-
century Baptistery, where you can admire the 
early Renaissance pulpit and the echo of your 
own voice; the extraordinary Camposanto 
(cemetery), and the Campanile, which is the  
famous Leaning  Tower. Begun in 1173, the  
Leaning Tower sags about 14 feet off center  
because of a slight slip in the land during its   
construction.   

Afternoon: Late afternoon through the gentle Tuscan hills that have for centuries inspired saints, artists and admirers of 
beauty, to the Renaissance city of Florence.  Check in at hotel Florence. 

Day 5, July 15, Saturday: Highlights of Florence | Afternoon at Leisure | Evening Performance  
 

Morning: Breakfast at our hotel. 

This morning, our local guide will take us to visit the Accademia, 
which holds the superb “David” by Michelangelo.  We’ll continue 
to visit the beautiful Piazza Del Duomo and the delicately 
patterned green, white, and pink Cathedral of Santa Maria Del 
Fiore, crowned with Brunellschi’s magnificent dome. See Giotto’s 
Bell Tower; the Romanesque Baptistry of St. John with Ghiberti’s 
exquisite bronze doors, which Michelangelo called the “Gates of 
Paradise”; and the 13th century Franciscan Church of the Holy 
Cross, which holds the tombs of the greatest of Florentine men.  
Independent lunch.  

 

Afternoon: Afternoon at leisure. Perhaps you will visit the Piazza degli Uffizi, 
flanked by the Uffizi Palace, which houses what may be the most 
important collection of paintings in the world.  Or, maybe you would like to visit the Piazza Della Signoria; the   
famous shop-lined bridge, Ponte Vecchio; or the adjacent market to shop for leather, gold, or other Florentine 
souvenirs. 

 

Evening: Evening Concert at one of the Churches in Milan. 



Day 6, July 16, Sunday: Assisi | Visit the Sites of St. Francis & St. Clare 
 
Morning: Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 
 This morning, we’ll leave Florence for Assisi, 

one of the high points of any travel              
experience. After a two-hour ride, we will see 
Assisi on a mountaintop, with its narrow lanes, 
Shrines of Saint Francis, and overwhelming art 
dedicated to its young friar, a rich young man 
who turned to God after an illness and        
established an order that has grown stronger 
over the centuries. Our local guide will take us 
to explore the basilica complex, which is     
actually composed of two churches built one atop the other.  Beneath both churches is the crypt that houses the 
tomb of St. Francis.  Independent lunch and free time to explore Assisi.                 

 
 
Afternoon: We’ll continue to Rome to the beautiful Kolbe hotel for 
check-in. 
 
 
Evening: Overnight at our hotel in Rome. 

Day 7, July 17, Monday: Tour of Ancient Rome | Solemn Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica 
 
Morning:  Buffet breakfast at our hotel. 
   
                           Begin our day with a visit to the Church of St. Peter in 

Chains to see the original chains in which St. Peter was 
brought captive to Rome and the statue of Moses, one of 
Michelangelo's greatest masterpieces. Then, we’ll continue 
to the ancient Roman Forum. See the Arch of Titus and the 
Arch of Constantine and proceed to the outside of the   
Colosseum for a fascinating explanation of its history.    
Continue on to the grandiose white marble monument of 
King Victor Emmanuel II, often called the “Wedding 
Cake.”  See the Trajan Column and the Market (the ancient 
Roman equivalent of a department store).  

 
Afternoon:         Independent lunch and free time to browse, shop, and explore the sights of Rome. You may want to climb the 

330 stairs or take the elevator to the top of St. Peter’s for an unparalleled view of Vatican City and Rome.   
 

Around 4:00 p.m., we will be transferred to St. Peter’s Basilica to sing the 5:00 p.m. Solemn Mass, at the Altar 
of the Chair .There will be a photo opportunity after Mass. 

 
Evening: Independent Dinner. Overnight at our hotel in Rome.  



 
The evening concludes with a rooftop Gala dinner at the  
beautiful Kolbe Hotel.  With exquisite cuisine and lighted night 
time views of the Palatino, we will toast this once-in-a-life-
time artistic and cultural  performance tour,  saying..... 
 

        Bravo, Brava & Arrivederci Roma! 

By Special Invitation The Continuo Arts Symphonic Chorus Returns to the Sistine Chapel 
 

Evening:  
 
The Evening begins with a PRIVATE TOUR of the VATICAN  MUSEUMS; one 
of the greatest art collections in the world. Walk in the footsteps of Princes 
through the richly decorated galleries. Continue on to the Sistine Chapel, the 
private chapel of the popes, where  Michelangelo best  expressed his genius 
in monumental frescoes. 
 

CONTINUO ARTS MUSICAL PRESENTATION IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL  
    

(Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dTxI-P9J_g to view our           
2014  Sistine Chapel performance video) 

Day 9, July 19, Wednesday: Return from Rome 
Morning: After breakfast at our hotel, we will be transferred to Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Airport for our return flight 

home. Arrive on the same day.  
 

Day 8, July 18, Tuesday: Walking Tour of Historic Rome | Vatican Museum  | Sistine Chapel 
 
 
Morning: Breakfast at our hotel.  
   This morning, we will have a walking tour and experience the 

best of ancient Rome.  Begin at Piazza di Spagna, one of the 
most famous squares in Rome. From the Fontanna della       
Barcaccia (Fountain of the Old Boat), in the middle of the      
piazza, climb the famous Spanish Steps to the top.  Continue to 
the Trevi Fountain and then the Pantheon. Built more than 
1,800 years ago, the    magnificent Pantheon still stands as a 
reminder of the great Roman Empire. The name Pantheon   
refers to the building's original function as a temple for all the 
gods. When approaching the front of the Pantheon we can still 
see the original dedication in Latin by Marcus Agrippa. Continue 
on to the beautiful and lively Piazza Navona, with time to 
browse through the artists’ stalls or relax and enjoy one of 
Rome’s most famous products, a tartufo at the Gelateria Tre 
Scalini.   

   Independent lunch and change Into Concert Attire. 
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